








Public Conversations 
Must Engage Local Voices

BY DIVINE DUBE | @village_scribe | director@thecitizenbulletin.com

S ince the coronavirus pandemic broke out in early 2020, I’ve been using Twitter every day 
to catch up with current affairs, and to explore funding and professional development 

opportunities. However, recently, I’ve noticed a trend that upsets me and drains my energy. 
Each time I peep into the platform to catch up with the latest news, there is always a trending 
national topic on my feed, with everybody on my timeline seemingly preoccupied with what 
mainstream political figures are doing or not doing. 

If you feel drained by too much attention on national issues at the expense of local, 
more pressing ones, you’re not alone. The absence of local perspectives and the 
relegation of local voices from the public conversation has the potential of leaving 
our local democracy in tatters. 

If you’ve been feeling the same way you’re not alone! The marginalization of public conversations 
around local issues on dominant platforms such as Twitter has been going on for a while, and 
this is becoming a growing threat to the very fabric of our democracy. Currently, the public 
conversation in Zimbabwe, which is led by urban elites, is dominated by national issues. The 
absence of local perspectives and the relegation of local voices in the ensuing discourse has 
the potential of harming local democracy more than what most of us realize. 

Interestingly, even the local legacy media seems to be following, instead of shaping the 
dominant conversation on elite platforms. Screaming headlines of lead stories in local dailies 
and weeklies reflects this inherent challenge: we’re preoccupied with what’s happening at the 
highest level of the country’s politics at the expense of big local issues. Yet, in all earnest, our 
immediate conditions and surroundings should matter the most. 

Sadly, the dominant discourse on national issues has forced some niche news organizations 
initially launched to drive the local conversation to abandon their mission as they now focus 
on trending national issues. What further complicates the matter is that online media spaces 
are often characterized by sensationalism and trolling, rather than fact-based, high quality 
reporting.

The Citizen Bulletin has stayed true to its mission and continues to lead the conversation 
on important local issues often ignored by the mainstream legacy media in Matabeleland. 
Over the past half a decade since we launched, our dedicated team has produced thousands 
of stories on social and economic justice, local government, public health and education to 
illuminate the state of affairs across the greater region of Matabeleland. 



We are proud of our work. Our rigorous reporting empowers residents to be civically engaged, 
especially at a time when the public conversation is monopolized by national issues. Our hard-
hitting and impact-focused reporting also helps our audiences hold local leaders to account at 
a time when all the attention is taken away from pressing local issues, and directed at broad 
national issues that have little or no impact on local democracy. 

In this publication, Issue 26, we take a deep dive into the crumbling health system in 
Bulawayo, Matabeleland’s capital. We also spotlight the undesirable effects of gender based 
violence in Matabeleland North which is taking a toll on underprivileged children. In addition, 
we shine a light on alleged corruption at Bubi Rural District Council which is exacerbating 
underdevelopment. We invite you to spare your precious time to explore these top stories 
in addition to several other nuanced, reflective pieces in this e-paper that shine a light on 
important local issues affecting populations across the greater region of Matabeleland. 

While on Twitter, and other digital native spaces, elite masses indulge in big, national 
conversations that have nothing to do with the ordinary and underserved populace from 
smaller towns and outlying rural areas of Matabeleland, we pride ourselves in illuminating an 
important conversation on local issues. It is this important but often undermined discourse 
that ignites our local democracy. For this reason, we dare implore the elites to engage ordinary 
masses—one way or the other—in mainstream public conversations. 





Avoidable 
Deaths 
Continue To 
Plague Public 
Hospitals

by Lizwe Sebatha | @The_CBNews

they failed to do such a simple task resulting 
in him passing away,” he adds.

Bhebhe’s brother passed away on October 
12 after succumbing to injuries sustained 
during an accident two days earlier along the 
Bulawayo-Beitbridge road.

The car they were travelling in fell off a 
mountain cliff trying to avoid a head-on 
collision with a vehicle that had encroached 
into their lane.

“They (Mpilo nurses) were only giving him 
Panadol, and from the time he was admitted 
we have been trying to get him transferred to 
Mater Dei but they failed to facilitate that.”

“This is proof enough that the government’s 
health institutions have completely 
collapsed,” Bhebhe says.

Bhebhe adds that they were on their way to 
Bulawayo when the accident happened.

Bulawayo-Beitbridge highway road is in a 
bad condition despite being the main road 
linking the southern parts of the country with 
neighbouring South Africa and Zambia.

This is not the first time that Mpilo hospital 
has been accused of poor health care 
management.

In September, a Bulawayo couple lost 
an unborn baby at Mpilo hospital due to 
negligence after the woman spent more than 
48 hours without being attended to. 

In 2019, Miss Mongiwethu Mathe had her 
rectum mistakenly cut by a surgeon during a 
Caesarean surgery to deliver her baby.

In 2015, Austin Ndlovu, a cancer patient, 
had his left hand amputated after it began 
rotting after he was jabbed with the wrong 
medication. In the same year, Mpilo was 
dragged to court by a city couple over alleged 
negligence that led to the death of their baby 
the previous year. 

L ack of drugs, medicines and a frustrated 
workforce confront any patient that visits 

public hospitals, resulting in needless loss of life.

A collapsing health delivery system is 
piling more misery on locals already facing 
frustrations over the country’s deepening 
economic crisis.

Oftentimes, public hospitals have been blamed by 
grieving families for the loss of their loved ones.

Former Nkayi South legislator Abednico Bhebhe is 
grieving after losing his brother, Shadreck following 
a car accident. 

Bhebhe blames Mpilo hospital for the death of his 
brother.

“I am devastated and heartbroken 
by everything.”
Abednico Bhebhe, former Nkayi South legislator

“He was first admitted to United Bulawayo Hospital 
(UBH) and transferred to Mpilo. We wanted him 
transferred to Mater Dei because he was not being 
given proper care at Mpilo but for some reason, 



In court, Ratidzo Busumani said doctors had not 
shown remorse even in the wake of the incident.

Mpilo hospital chief executive officer Solwayo 
Ngwenya says the institution has taken measures to 
weed out negligence. 

“This indiscipline is compromising service delivery, 
and putting the care and safety of patients at 
intolerable risks,” Ngwenya said in a September 27 
memo addressed to Mpilo staff.

“This memo is to remind everyone about our core 
values of compassion, treating all patients with 
dignity and acting in all reasonable manner to 
prevent all preventable deaths.”

Bhebhe says the government is equally to blame for 
the collapse of health care standards at Mpilo and 
other public hospitals through underfunding and 
neglect.

    “
Actually, the government 

has abdicated its 
responsibility of health care 
to the private sector. Public 
health institutions are the 
worst; you have got staff 
that is not up to scratch, 
seriously underpaid and 

frustrated.
Abednico Bhebhe

”

“They (nurses at public hospitals) might 
have the skills but they have no tools, no 
medication. It’s so frustrating to work in 
an institution where you have no tools to 
work with and that is a clear sign that the 
government has abdicated its responsibility 
to the private sector but it is expensive that 
ordinary people cannot afford that kind of 
health care.”

Public hospitals often refer patients to 
private pharmacies to buy drugs, medicine 
and other requirements. However, 
Finance minister Mthuli Ncube recently 
told delegates attending a Zimbabwe 
International Trade Fair (ZITF) conference 
that the government's COVID-19 response 
plan had resulted in the country meeting 
the Abuja Declaration health budget.

In April 2001, the African Union countries 
met in Abuja and pledged to set a target 
of allocating at least 15% of their annual 
budget to improve the health sector and 
urged donor countries to scale up support.

Public health experts said evidence on the 
ground showed that the health sector is 
underfunded.

Community Working Group on Health 
(CWGH) executive director Itai Rusike says 
allocation by programme is still heavily 
tilted towards curative care, which attracted 
an allocation of ZWL$38.1 billion, compared 
to policy and administration at ZWL$10.1 
billion and public health at ZWL$5.3 billion. 

“The budget is also not very clear on 
how COVID-19 mitigatory measures and 
initiatives will be integrated into the 
broader health systems, and how the 
COVID-19 related assistance both domestic 
and external, both monetary and in-kind 
donations, and both government and non-
government will be integrated and reported 
within the budget,” Rusike argues.



NKAYI

Politicisation Of CDF Riles Nkayi 
Community  
Building material bought through state funds 
to complete a local secondary school in 
Nkayi has been welcomed by the community, 
however, they are angry at what they say is the 
politicisation of state funds.  

by Vusindlu Maphosa | @The_CBNews

W ith elections scheduled for 2023, 
politicking has become the order of the 

day with politicians from across the political divide 
jostling to rally support ahead of the elections.

she handed over to the Gonye Secondary 
School in Nkayi was from President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa. 

However, some villagers have expressed 
disappointment at the glorification of the 
President citing that everyone contributes to 
the fund through taxation.

While handing over the building material 
that comprised roofing planks, cement and 
doors at the school, Mathe called the local 
leadership comprising councillor, school head, 
and chairman of the School Development 
Committee to the front and showed them the 
material in front of villagers.

She went on to say the material was bought 
through the CDF but further claimed that it 

In the past, those in control of the State coffers 
tended to use them as a political gimmick to lure 
voters. Recently, Nkayi South legislator Stars Mathe 
(Zanu PF) claimed that the building material bought 
through the Constituency Development Fund (CDF), 



was supplied by President Mnangagwa.

“Here is the CDF material, complete the classroom 
at secondary. The work is in your hands, the 
power is in your hands. This is the material that 
President Mnangagwa and the second republic 
has given to you. We do not want you to look in 
the past, we were not the ones who were running 
the country,” Mathe says much to the ululation by 
the crowd. 

“I was not there, Mnangagwa was not there, he 
was not the President, you see the one who plays 
number nine, cannot be matched with the one 
who is in the centre. President Mnangagwa was 
playing number nine when he was being sent, 
today he is in charge; he says here is the CDF 
material.” 

“The President gives us all MPs CDF 
and we do not know where the MPs 
were taking it in the past, but now 
Mnangagwa makes a follow up on 
what we do with it.”
Stars Mathe, Nkayi South legislator

Mathe has urged the villagers to complete the 
classroom block early for it to be commissioned 
by the government.

She also says it is not true that Mnangagwa hates 
the people of Matabeleland.

A villager, Lawrence Mguti  Mpofu says the MP 
bought all the material for the construction of a 
classroom block at Gonye secondary school and 
a block of toilets using the CDF. 

“I also know that there are three other secondary 
schools that have benefited, namely, Dabe, 
Sagonda and Simbo Secondary Schools. She sent 
a team to assess the projects (recently),” he says.

But Nkosilathi Ncube, a community member from 
Dlawa village in Nkayi says Mathe is misleading the 
people by attaching the CDF to Mnangagwa as the 
money belongs to the state and citizens.

“That money has nothing to do with 

ED. He didn’t give us out of his pocket. 
That’s state money.”
Nkosilathi Ncube, Nkayi villager

Roy Ndlovu says ignorance is a serious problem 
for the community members that they get misled 
to believe the CDF money belongs to an individual.

“The CDF is not hers (Mathe) but belongs to 
the people. The committee responsible for 
development in the constituency should sign for 
the release of the CDF and ensure that it is used 
for the intended purpose. The community should 
be in charge of those projects. The MP should just 
oversee the project and not pretend that she is 
doing people a favour,” Ndlovu says.

However, another villager, Themba Sibanda says 
what Mathe emphasized, is a policy direction 
with what the current administration considers 
important, as clearly expressed in the National 
Development Strategy (NDS) 1, a policy that aims 
to direct the country towards attaining an upper-
middle-income economy by 2030. 

“I do not think she suggested that this money was 
a gift from the President,” he says. 

But Hammond Mthembo says in any economy, 
the President is like a CEO in a company.

“He's there to review policies/compare policy 
alternatives, and choose the 'winning ones'. This is 
what the MP was saying. I would view this as some 
triangular relation between the party's manifesto, the 
government, and the electorate. The MP will always 
want her/his promises to be fulfilled,” Mthembo says. 

“Mathe is telling the community that those materials 
are from ED, the President of the Second Republic. 
It’s a smart strategy especially as we gear towards 
elections. The money does not belong to an 
individual or party.”

Nkayi community member and educationist, 
Thembelani Dube has urged office bearers to use 
the finances, no matter the name given to them, to 
address the needs and priorities of communities. 

This year MPs were allocated $2 million CDF per 
constituency out of a total of $420 million national 
CDF funds.



Manama, Rebuilding Mission 
Hospital One Donation at a 
Time 

by Douglas Ncube | @The_CBNews

On October 3, 2021, social 
media was awash with pictures 
of the hospital, decimated. The 
heavy rains coupled with strong 
winds had blown off roofs of 
the maternity ward, family and 

child health ward, female ward 
and Antenatal Clinic.

Four departments were damaged 
and this has forced hospital staff 
to rely on four remaining wards 
for patients. The rains also 
damaged solar panels, water 
tanks and telecommunication 
cables which then resulted in the 
suspension of critical services.  

The disaster brought back 
the spirit of oneness for 
development amongst different 
community members who saw 
it fit to start fundraise for the 
refurbishment of the hospital. 

Diaspora community in South 
Africa and local members 
started WhatsApp groups to 
mobilise resources.

“We are progressing well 
however, my response is 
limited mainly to the South 
African side where I am 
coordinating the donations,” 
says Sinqobile Khobotho 
Ndlovu, Chief Coordinator 
in South Africa. “Currently 
(October 25, 2021) I have 
received R18 000 and with 
the month-end having begun 
today, I expect to receive 
more funds until the first 

E ighty-five kilometres 
south of Gwanda Town 

lies Manama Mission Hospital, 
a health facility that mainly 
services Gwanda South and the 
Beitbridge West population. 
The hospital is also a referral 
point for other parts of the 
Beitbridge, Kezi and Maphisa 
districts.

The destruction of Manama Mission Hospital, particularly the maternity wing, has 
rallied Zimbabweans home and abroad to bring it back to life. 



week of November.”

Mike Dube, an assistant Chief 
Coordinator also based in 
South Africa, gives an account 
of how they started the funds’ 
mobilisation process and a 
breakdown of funds received so 
far, even for the Zimbabwean 
side.

         “
When we saw what 

had happened at the 
hospital we quickly 
communicated with 

the church and reached 
an agreement to form 
WhatsApp groups this 
side where people can 
join and pledge their 

donation either in cash 
or kind.

Mike Dube, assistant Chief 
Coordinator

                          ”
“As of today (October 25) we 
have managed to put together 
R18 114, P1 500, USD$700, AUD$1 
475 and RTGS111 650 while 
some individuals have pledged 
to do roofing, painting and 
plumbing for free as their way 
of contributing to the repairs 
of the hospital. Allied Timber 
Company has also donated 
roofing timber for the maternity 
ward,” he says.

Manama Mission Hospital was 

built in 1939 by the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Zimbabwe 
(ELCZ) using farm bricks and 
its roofing is a combination of 
corrugated iron and asbestos 
sheets.

According to a donations appeal 
letter dated October 6, 2021, from 
the Bishop’s Office, assessments 
made by government experts 
from the Ministry of Local 
Governance and Public Works 
damages at the hospital are 
estimated at USD$40 000.

           “
While several units were 
damaged, the maternity 

wing was greatly 
affected and needs 
urgent attention.

…reads part of the letter 

     ”
The damage at the hospital 
resulted in the suspension of 
services such as postnatal care 
services, isolation of COVID-19 
positive mothers, antenatal care 
services, expanded programme 
of immunisation, maternity 
delivery services and integrated 
management of neonatal and 
childhood illnesses.

Forty-three kilometres away 
from the hospital is Sengezana 
Clinic where communities are 
now travelling to, to access 
vaccination and immunisation 
services.

“With the imminent rainy 
season and summer on us, the 
situation really needs urgent 
action from all angles,” says 
Bishop Michael Dube of ELCZ. 
“We are currently continuing 
to receive donations in cash 
and kind hence we are yet to 
collect what has been pledged. 
Government is also playing 
its role which we are sure will 
commence soon.”

Civil Protection Unit (CPU) 
director Nathan Nkomo is 
quoted in the media saying 
they have mobilised ZW$5 
million from temporary 
deposits accounts from various 
hospitals and the funds will 
be channelled towards the 
hospital’s refurbishment.

“We have moved ZW$5 million 
and we think those resources 
will see us through the rapid 
response system in putting 
Manama Hospital back to its 
functionality. When you look at 
Manama Hospital it is a referral 
hospital for many districts in 
the province like Beitbridge. 
So that kind of infrastructure 
needs our intervention,” says 
Nkomo.

Gwanda District medical officer 
Dr Blessed Gwarimbo says the 
Zimbabwe National Army has 
been seconded to assist in the 
rehabilitation of the affected 
wards and solar fields.

“We are now doing the 
tendering processes which will 
lead to buying of material for 
rehabilitating the hospital,” he 
says. “The normal procurement 
regulation has been shortened 
so that we speed up the 
process. We must be done 
with the tendering and buying 
of materials in the next three 
weeks. The army will do the 
construction work.”





Poor 
Management 
at Bubi, Rot 
In Council 
To Blame
Poor infrastructure and a lack of development 
characterise Bubi, while the issues of historic 
marginalisation remain, concerns of corrupt 
dealings could be worsening the crisis.

by Lizwe Sebatha | @The_CBNews

B ubi Rural District Council (RDC) is struggling 
to pay salaries on time owing to among other 

issues, a lack of key policies to plug leakages, and loss 
of potential revenue from some of its clients.  

Bubi has vast gold deposits that attract artisanal 
miners from across the country but the district has 
little to show for the riches as shown in poor public 
infrastructure such as roads.

Schools and clinics are few and far apart, forcing 
school-going children and patients to walk several 
kilometres to access the services.

While the government is also blamed for stifling 
growth in Bubi due to systematic marginalisation, it 
has since emerged that poor corporate governance 
at the RDC is a contributing factor.

The Auditor General’s (AGs) report shows that the 
council is operating without some key policies and 
procedure manuals such as assets replacement 
policy and risk register. 

The council is also losing potential revenue as it has 

   “
The council did not 

have an updated 
valuation roll in 
compliance with 

requirements of Urban 
Councils Act [Chapter 
29:15] section 253(a)-(f).”

The Auditor General’s report reads

      ”

not been billing a number of properties due to 
a lack of valuation rolls or lack of title deeds to 
their properties.



Dexter Nduna, Chegutu West legislator 

                                                     ”  

“Section 172, ‘concealing a transaction from a 
principal and Section 173, ‘concealing personal 
interests in a transaction and Section 178, 
‘obstruction of a public official in the quest of 
conducting their business,” Nduna said when 
Mlilo was summoned by the committee for 
a hearing on September 24 to answer to the 
charges according to parliamentary records.

“So, there is no dearth as it relates to 
criminalising the perpetrators of injustice. You 
were creating a debtor list for criminals…”

The hearing was also attended by Makotore 
Maxwell, director in the AG’s representing 
on behalf of the AG Mildred Chiri, Zimbabwe 
Anti-Corruption Commission (ZACC) officials 
and the police.

ZACC spokesperson John Makamure says 
the anti-corruption body is now instituting 
independent investigations at the Bubi RDC 
and other local authorities following reports 
of similar acts of graft.

“We are simply executing our mandate to fight 
corruption. We also work with parliamentary 
committees so that Parliament can also play its 
part so that some of the AGs recommendations 
are implemented,” Makamure says.

Valuation rolls are lists of properties situated within 
the boundaries of a given local authority compiled 
for the purposes of billing and taxation. 

The Urban Councils Act Chapter 29:15 provides for 
the creation of valuation offices by councils.

Under the Urban Councils Act, all properties are 
rateable unless an application is made and approved 
by Council. 

The council is also losing money through unexplained 
expenditure and cash purposes with non-remittance 
of change from cash purchases being one of the 
major weaknesses.

“What would happen Honourable Chair, if someone 
was sent to make a purchase using USD100 and they 
have not submitted the receipt and the product 
being bought, on the recording side, they would say, 
you were given USD100 but you have not submitted 
anything so that person has not submitted the 
papers for the records to be enabled,” Bubi RDC  
chief executive officer Patson Mlilo said in defence 
when he appeared before the Public Accounts 
parliamentary sub-committee on local government 
on September 24 to answer to the questionable non-
remittance of change for cash purposes according to 
Parliamentary records. 

Chegutu West legislator Dexter Nduna who chairs the 
committee however, said Mlilo was a candidate for 
arrest, particularly with regards to non-remittance of 
change for cash purposes.

                       “
In your case, you could be 
falling under fraud, which 
is Section 136. Section 169 
to 174 deals with criminal 
abuse of duty as a public 

officer.



Supporting The Community 
But Suppressing Workers? 
Sino Hydro Corporation employees are up 
in arms over poor salaries and substandard 
working conditions, the employer denies the 
allegations and is on a mission to make the 
community a ‘better’ place. 

by Calvin Manika | @The_CBNews

A lbert Dube (not real name) draws closer to 
other workmates as a multitude of workers 

parade, forming a semi-circle assemblage to hear 
from their representative about the outcome 
of a meeting between him and the Sino Hydro 
Corporation management. 

prices in most grocery stores. Yet again the 
Chinese giant employer claims we ask for too 
much while our basic salaries range from 15 to 
25 000 Zimbabwean dollars which amounts to 
between US$100 to US$125,” says Dube.

Hundreds of Sino Hydro Corporation workers 
spent 5 days sitting outside the Hwange 
Power Station in protest over poor working 
conditions and low salaries. Sino Hydro 
Corporation and Zimbabwe Power Company 
(ZPC) are operating under a special vehicle 
company called Hwange Electricity Supply 
Company (HEXCO). 

Despite the partnership, the two companies 
have separate workforces with the former 
always involved in work-related conflicts. The 
company is not new to controversy on labour 
issues with the same disputes recurring.

The strike comes at a time when the 
government has taken the expansion of 

Dube is among the workers who are working on the 
national flagship project at Hwange Power Station 
expansion, but today they are not working due to 
poor working conditions and for the past two days 
they have been on strike.

“This is due to meagre salaries despite increasing 



Hwange Power Station as a lead project with an 
expected 600 megawatts (MW) to be added to the 
national grid when finished. Currently, the power 
station is performing below 300 MW against the 
anticipated output of 920MW. Zimbabwe is reeling 
under power blackouts. 

The contractor's treatment of employees seems to 
derail the progress of the project which is already 
behind its time frame after being affected by 
successive COVID-19 induced lockdowns.

Speaking to The Citizen Bulletin, a worker at Sino 
Hydro Corporation who cannot be named for security 
reasons says the Chinese employer condemned their 
action citing that they should apply for a strike.

“But, things will never turn in our favour 
as they will not approve a strike. And the 
people continue to suffer like labourers 
for several working hours with no off 
days. The company bosses arrived and 
told people that their sit-in is illegal and 
they can fire everyone.”
A worker at Sino Hydro Corporation

On October 12 2021, some workers committee 
members got calls from the police and were 
informed that they had to apply for a strike or their 
actions would be illegal. On the same day, Sino 
Hydro Corporation Limited Company extended its 
corporate social responsibility to Neshaya Secondary 
school in Hwange by donating full furniture worth 
thousands of dollars.

Whilst its workers were on strike, Sino Hydro Corporation 
Limited Company donated furniture at Neshaya Secondary 

school. Image by The Citizen Bulletin

The Chinese company donated 500 pairs of 
furniture units comprising a chair and desk 
each. Speaking at the handover/takeover 
ceremony, Engineer Forbes Chanakira, the 
Project Manager of the Hwange Expansion 
Project reiterated the importance of the 
relationship between China and Zimbabwe 
and Sino Hydro Corporation corporate social 
responsibility.

Currently, China is the major international 
supporter of Zimbabwe, with the former 
having invested in mining, manufacturing and 
other essential pillars of the economy. One 
of the disgruntled workers say the gesture is 
a show of double standards, a bad employer 
trying to be relevant in the community.

“So I heard they donated furniture. 
It's a good initiative. But, what 
about us, its children?”
An unhappy worker

Speaking to this publication Kevin Mawoyo, a 
labour expert who is also a paralegal officer 
with the National Mine Workers Union of 
Zimbabwe (NMWUZ) Hwange Chapter says 
the issue of unsafe working conditions is clear 
in terms of the Labour Act under section 104 
subsection 4.

Mawoyo argues that if employees have a good 
cause to believe that the environment they are 
working under is a threat to their wellbeing 
they can proceed on a collective job action 
unlike in instances whereby they have to follow 
procedures as enshrined in the same Act. 

“So I can say the action by Sino 
Hydro employees were above 
board considering that it is 
becoming a pandemic especially in 
these Chinese owned entities that 
they are valuing production and 
profits ahead of safety and welfare 
and employees.”
Kevin Mawoyo, labour expert and paralegal 
officer



When reached by this reporter one of the Human 
Resources Manager at Sino Hydro Corporation, 
Chengetai Maambira referred questions to Shangdong 
Company which is a major contractor at Sino Hydro.

Shangdong Human Resources Manager Webster 
Mazarura says the company always pays National 
Employment Council standard rates.

“It is the policy of the company to provide PPE 
according to legal requirements. And as part of Social 
Responsibility, every year the company donates to 
the needy in the society. The donation made to the 
school has no relation whatsoever with employees 
going on strike as it was well planned before the 
employees embarked on strike,” says Mazarura.

After several days of no work, Zimbabwe Power 
Company (ZPC) officials on 14 October had a caucus 
meeting with the Chinese officials. ZPC officials told 
workers that food allowance and groceries would be 
introduced without giving much detail.  However, the 
officials said salaries cannot be reviewed upwards as 
they are in accordance with National Employment 
Council (NEC) rates.

Another meeting between the Chinese management 
and a Labour representative Evans Makusha, the 
Principal Labour officer for Matabeleland North in 
the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare was held. 
The meeting gave light for another meeting to review 
salaries upwards. Due to pressure, the workers' 
committee has convinced workers to go back to 
work while they wait for a stipulated seven days.

Students gather around some of the donated 
furniture at Neshaya Secondary school in Hwange. 

Image by The Citizen Bulletin



Why Are Local Acts Not 
Touring Internationally 
Despite Their Good Works?  
Matabeleland region, also known as Zimbabwe’s arts hub has the most underrated 
dance groups that are rich with Ndebele history and the limited opportunities of touring 
internationally risks having the Ndebele culture and history being erased in our minds and 
those of future generations. How then do you think the provision of international tours to 
locals would take the Matabeleland region to greater heights? asks Thabani H. Moyo.

by Thabani H. Moyo | @thabanih

T he Matabeleland region 
is known as the arts 

hub of Zimbabwe. It is from 
this region that one of the most 
celebrated Zimbabwean arts 
products that toured the world 
in the form of Zambezi Express 
of Siyaya came from. The 
region is home to one of the 
most decorated dance groups 
Inkululeko Yabatsha School of 
Arts. However, taking stock of 

performance should have gone 
on and on and never ended. 

This is because the show was 
so well told and executed 
through storytelling and dance 
that one hardly saw any flaws 
during the performance. It 
was beautiful artistry that the 
audience encountered in the 
performance. The production 
was launched in 2019 and 
surprisingly by then, no one saw 

the products that are touring 
the world currently one realises 
that only a few products are 
currently out there on the 
international platform. 

During the recently held Intwasa 
Arts Festival koBulawayo, 
Umkhathi Theatre Arts Works 
left people convinced that their 
latest act Footprints deserves 
an international tour. Those 
who watched it wished that the 



the potential that the dance 
drama had. 

Footprints is a gem of a 
performance. During the 
festival, the show left visitors 
to the City of Kings calling for 
more.  It is not surprising that 
two weeks after Intwasa Arts 
Festival the show had already 
had a run in Harare’s Theatre in 
the Park and at Jasen Mphepho’s 
little theatre. This is a testimony 
that the producers of those two 
theatre spaces saw potential in 
the production.

Footprints is one product that 
one would like to watch and not 
get disturbed. It is a show that its 
aesthetics keeps the audience 
glued to the performance area 
up to the end. It has such a 
powerful attraction. 

The show is 
hypnotising as it tells 

the Zimbabwean story 
with such honesty 

and without bias. It 
is such a powerful 

performance by a local 
ensemble. 

Umkhathi Theatre works is one 
group that one is tempted to 
say that they are underrated. 
The group has toured the world 
but one feels the tours should 
be more especially with their 
latest offering. 

One wonders why it is not 
out there on the world stage 
representing Zimbabwe. Is the 
show not what Zimbabwe needs 
to spruce her international 
image and confirm that 
something good can come 
out of it? If other countries are 
known by the products that 

must chip in and make sure that 
such brilliant performances that 
carry national stories within 
them are given a chance to tour 
the world. The government has 
many international platforms 
where Zimbabwean arts and 
culture are showcased and 
Footprints deserves to be on 
such platforms.  

In the past, the government has 
taken less deserving works to 
places like Spain, China, Dubai 
and many other places. It is 
our appeal to the government 
that Umkhathi Theatre 
Works’ Footprints be given an 
opportunity to tour. 

One wonders where we are 
missing it as a country if we have 
such beautiful performances 
that never make it into the 
world. Umkhathi Theatre 
Works has got it right with 
their latest production and the 
nation must be seen supporting 
them in their dream of taking 
the production to international 
stages across the world. This 
is the type of artwork that 
contributes positively to the 
GDP.   

they have sold to the world then 
Zimbabwe should also have a 
product and be known by. 

Footprints showcases various 
Zimbabwean dances and 
Zimbabwean cultures. It tells 
the life of AmaNdebele and 
those they have interacted with 
through history. It is a story that 
tells of how cultures influence 
each other and how historical 
incidents have influenced our 
way of life as a people. The way 
the story is told leaves those 
watching it mesmerised. The 
performance is solid. 

Footprints is a performance 
that should grace international 
festivals. It is a performance that 
should win awards, not only 
local awards but international 
awards. It is a piece that shows 
pure Zimbabwean culture. 

A big let-down for 
such performances is a 
question of resources. 

For Umkhathi 
Theatre works to take 
Footprints across the 
world will remain a 
pipe dream because 

the Zimbabwean 
creative sector is not 

well resourced. 

The ensemble has survived 
from hand to mouth for a 
long time. The ensemble has 
been negatively affected by the 
COVID-19 and has made little 
or no income at all for the past 
two years. The fate that faces 
Umkhathi Theatre Works is the 
fate that faces many theatre 
groups in Zimbabwe. 

This is where the government 



BINGA

Training of Nurse Aides Promises 
Better Access To Health  

B inga one of the most underdeveloped, 
remote but rich with resources districts 

in Matabeleland North eagerly needs a cocktail of 
developmental programmes among them a better 
health delivery system and infrastructure.  

by Vusindlu Maphosa | @The_CBNews

In answering the problems of the community, 
a non-governmental organisation (NGO), 
Humanitarian Hope International Trust 
(HHIT) recently started training nurse aides 
and empowering women in Siaubuwa, and 
equipping the participants in the training with 
skills they would use to serve their communities 
in times of need.

Currently, 50 community members in Siabuwa 
are being trained as nurse aides by the HHIT. 

HHIT Regional Director Qhubekani Ngwenya 
says their action was instigated by their survey 
results which established that the district as a 
whole was lagging in development.

He laments the lack of stakeholders willing 
to conduct significant developmental 

Accessing health services in Binga is still a mammoth 
task for the villagers who have to travel or walk very 
long distances to reach the health facilities. The only 
immediate solution has been having village health 
workers and nurse aides in their locality since most 
of them live far from the clinics and hospital. 

Binga’s health facilities are few and far apart 
from each other, now a non-profit organisation 
is training nurse aides to bring help closer to 
communities. 



programmes and outreach in Binga, adding that 
his organisation had to communicate with a 
sister in charge in Siabuwa where they proposed 
to train more nurses assisting the community.

“These people are not just nurse aides, but 
they are also community health workers. This 
is because after their training they can assist in 
curbing COVID-19 and assisting limited staff in the 
hospital. Instead of having few nurses at hospitals, 
the nurse aides are able to chip in and assist the 
nurses and doctors,” Ngwenya says. 

“The skills of these nurse aides are 
critical in a community. We also 
have built first aid response centres 
especially in communities that are 
far from the hospital.”
Qhubekani Ngwenya, HHIT Regional Director

Ngwenya further says the nurse aides are being 
trained to have a key role in the community as 
their presence can save lives.

He encourages the community leaders and 
local authorities to use those nurses in first aid 
responses as an emergency mitigation team to 
avert possible life-threatening circumstances 
before one is taken off to health facilities.

“These nurse aides act as the immediate response 
teams in order to curb the worsening condition 
or death of a person. They can apply the skills 
they acquired during training to save lives in the 
community,” he says.

“The first intake we had in Siabuwa had more than 
50 people which included the young and the old. 
Some of the training includes a nurse assistant 
course, first aid as well as other programmes like 
detergent making.” 

“We are speaking to the local authorities so that we 
can take these projects to all Matabeleland North 
communities. There is a need to raise alarms and 
educate people,” he says. “In November, we are 
going to establish new projects in Siabuwa.” 

Ngwenya says apart from training nurse aides 
they have other programmes to equip Binga 

community members.

“After we got these people we grouped them. 
We have come up with several projects which 
include market gardening. These projects will be 
controlled by the people in the group. We want 
to make sure they develop and that they can bring 
food on the table,” Ngwenya says.

Community members are happy over the 
programmes brought by HHIT.

Edwin Munkuli says they always face challenges 
when there is a need for emergency health 
services due to distant health facilities from most 
of their homes. 

Siabuwa Rural Health Centre in Binga...Villagers are excited 
that now nurse aides will attend to them at their homes 

because of long distances to health centres. Image by 
Freeman

He is excited that the training of their people to 
attend to them even before one reaches a health 
institution has a potential of saving many lives 
that would be lost due to the distance one has to 
travel before he or she gets attended to by health 
workers.

“This organisation has brought 
exciting programmes in our 
community and we are happy and 
believe that this will save many lives. 
Instead of one expecting to be only 
attended to when he or she reaches 
the clinic, according to what we are 
told, the person will get attended 
even at home before leaving for the 



clinic or hospital.”
Edwin Munkuli, a villager 

He says what excites him is that local people 
are benefiting from the training given by the 
organisations which means that those who have 
trained can now earn a living through such skills.

“Besides the trainees having to benefit the 
community, it makes us happy that they 
themselves have benefited from a skill that will 
enable them to earn a living because here in 
Binga we have a lot of young people who are not 
employed and this breeds crime,” he says.

Matabeleland North Provincial Medical Director 
Admire Kuretu confirms that there were trainings 
taking place in Binga but says they were not 
regulated by his office.

“Those nurse aide trainings are not regulated by 
the PMD’s office, but they are being trained by 
private players. We recruit but only those trained 
by certified institutions,” he says.



Bulawayo Kraal: A Pipedream?

W hen it was established in 2004, Bulawayo 
Kraal Irrigation Scheme was meant 

to change the face of the dry Binga district with 
sustainable nutrition, food security and employment.

by Bokani Mudimba | @The_CBNews

Two decades after the establishment of the 
Bulawayo Kraal, little to talk about has been 
done, now community leaders have become 
impatient.

Close to two decades later, the irrigation scheme 
has remained largely a pipedream as no meaningful 
cropping has been done. The ageing pipes have been 
causing severe water leakages and no meaningful 
planting has been done under irrigation.

Chief Siachilaba who represents the community, 
following the death of Chief Siakalenge who was 
the representative after the death of local Chief 
Binga, says the local community’s hopes are almost 
shattered by the government's failure to implement 
the project.

“Nothing is happening or has been 

planted at the irrigation and we 
might have another wasted year. 
People are starving and this was 
going to help alleviate hunger in 
our area.”
Chief Siachilaba

He says the scheme would have employed 
youths and become a source of livelihood for 
the whole community. At some point, 200 
people were employed to clear land. Chief 
Siachilaba says the story of Binga is that of a 
person who is "thirsty yet the feet are in water".

“People now survive on vending where they 
mostly sell Busika. Some sell fish and the few 
who have livestock can here and there sell to 
eke a living. We are saying this scheme could 
have empowered everyone here.”

There are 99 direct members from Dumbwe 
and Bulawayo Kraal villages. The irrigation is 
situated in Manjolo in Chief Binga's area and is 
about 10km from the Zambezi Riverbank.

The idea was to transform Manjolo into a fully-



fledged growth point with residential compounds 
for workers, a police station and a clinic once the 
irrigation is fully implemented.

Bulawayo Kraal Irrigation Scheme was started 
as part of the Zambezi Green Valley (Zagreva) 
project which seeks to create a greenbelt along 
the Zambezi River stretching from Kazungula to 
Kariba. It is supposed to be 15 000ha and could 
have been one of the biggest irrigation projects by 
the government in Matabeleland North.

Only 400ha have been cleared with hardly 200ha 
planted each year. Judging by its size, the scheme 
can feed the whole of Binga District as well as 
Matabeleland North province which is reeling 
under the effects of climate change and recurrent 
droughts. Binga is one of the country's driest 
areas with relatively very low annual rainfall and 
infertile soils, a situation that makes rain-fed 
farming unreliable.

Villagers grow mostly small grain crops and 
face hunger. Initially, the scheme was managed 
by Agritex who tried maize, millet and in 2018 
planted 100ha of cotton but it also failed.

The major challenge is pipe bursts. The pipeline 
is just over 10km from the pump station on the 
Zambezi River through the mountains.

Pipe which were installed to pump water from the 
Zambezi River are now prone to bursts.

The scheme has been getting inputs through 
the Presidential Input Support Scheme and 
Command Agriculture programmes. A sorghum 
crop that was planted this year was written off 
due to what the government termed “remote 
management leading to wastage of resources.”

Only three of the seven centre pivots are 
functional. The government then replaced Agritex 
with the Agricultural and Rural Development 
Authority (ARDA) who are the new project 
managers. Lands, Agriculture, Fisheries, Water 
and Rural Resettlement Minister Dr Anxious 
Masuka implored ARDA to do better.

“We are disappointed that resources 
went down the drain. We expect the 
new ARDA board to do better and 
transform agriculture and the rural 
landscape towards vision 2030.”
Dr Anxious Masuka

“A lot of work is going on and we expect a 
change of fortunes as we have now adopted a 
new philosophy for these projects to accelerate 
irrigation development from the current 216 
000ha to over 420 000ha by 2024,” Dr Masuka says.

A new project scope has been developed and 
work is underway to lay a new pipeline and draw 
water from a Zambezi River push back about 3km 
away.

An overnight storage dam is being built while a 
new pump engine with a capacity to pump 315 
cubic metres of water per hour has been installed.

ARDA Chief Executive Tinotenda Mhiko says they 
plan to plant 400ha of sorghum and target to get 
US$400 000 from at least 1 500 tonnes of produce. 
Zanu-PF District Coordinating Committee chair 
Vwelenga Mugande says Binga is becoming 
impatient.

“We have been seeing the new contractor 
collecting old pipes and we can only hope that 
something is moving. We heard two tractors are 
coming to start ploughing and we hope we will 
see some planting taking place.

“We are a bit impatient and the whole community 
is really affected because this would have been a 
source of employment and food security as well 
as industrialise our area because there was going 
to be lots of construction,” he says.





by Douglas Ncube | @The_CBNews

Tsholotsho Villagers Lament 
Lack Of Development

W hen the Communal Areas Management 
Programme for Indigenous Resources 

(CAMPFIRE) project started in the Tsholotsho district 
coupled with timber harvesting, local communities 
were looking forward to being incentivised through 
direct and indirect economic benefits. They also 
hoped to see infrastructural development at their 
local wards.

Infrastructural underdevelopment in 
Tsholotsho remains. Projects like the 
CAMPFIRE, which could turn this around, 
are seemingly not benefiting locals. “ 

Timber harvesters’ 
trucks and tractors are 

destroying our roads yet 
we, the communities, 

aren’t benefiting anything 
from them.

Thandazani Moyo, a disgruntled villager 

  ”

For Thandazani Moyo (whose name has been 
changed for fear of reprisals), a young man born and 
raised in Tsholotsho, development is the last word 
he would use to describe the state of schools, roads 
and clinics in areas where there is the cutting down 
of timber and harvesting of elephants.



embezzling of those funds. Communities then 
use those funds to dig trenches, build clinics 
and schools among other projects through the 
council which monitors all systems including 
procurement.”

Siwela says through CAMPFIRE 
funds, they have managed to 

build some schools’ classroom 
blocks and clinic blocks from 

Jowa and Tshithatshawa areas in 
Tsholotsho.

However, this was an unwelcomed development 
to Mlungisi Ndlovu, a villager who questions the 
council’s move of developing areas where the 
resources are not from. Ndlovu says priority 
has to be given to schools where resources are 
from, citing a lack of classroom blocks.

“Sodaka clinic, where there is timber, has 
a shortage of resources; St Mary’s Primary 
School in the same area doesn’t have enough 
classroom blocks for pupils,” says Ndlovu. 
“The road to this primary school is degraded 
to the point that not even a Honda fit (Japanese 
car) can make it there.” 

“Sihazela Primary School also doesn’t have 
enough classroom blocks. Lukukwe Primary 
School is better in terms of classroom blocks 
compared to these other schools.”

Ndlovu says most primary schools in 
Tsholotsho have between three to four blocks 
of classrooms which cannot accommodate all 
grades and ultimately, compelling different 
grades of pupils to conduct lessons in one 
classroom.

Lack of basic education infrastructure 
continues to undermine the education 
system in Matabeleland school. Due to lack 
of resources and poor infrastructure, many 
qualified teachers do not want to work in 
these remote areas resulting in most schools 
recording 0 percent pass rates.

Asked about the state of roads in Tsholotsho, 

“Again, there’s CAMPFIRE where I believe local wards 
are not aware of the 40 per cent they are supposed to 
get to develop their areas because our schools, roads 
and clinics are not being maintained.”

Moyo alleges the Tsholotsho rural district council 
fired an employee for questioning the lack of 
development from the CAMPFIRE resources. 

The reporter could not get in touch with the allegedly 
ex-council employee in order to verify these claims. 
Council authorities have denied the allegations, 
maintaining that “no one was fired from the council”.

CAMPFIRE is a community-based wildlife 
conservation approach to wildlife as a renewable, 
profitable resource and it serves as a model for some 
other indigenous conservation projects in Africa. It 
allows communities to earn income on communal 
lands through sustainable use of the environment 
and wildlife.

The CAMPFIRE projects are managed through rural 
district councils who distribute contracts for safari 
hunting and tourism and allocate revenue to local 
wards.

Moyo expressed displeasure at the Tsholotsho rural 
district council, alleging that the local authorities are 
failing to rehabilitate roads, construct new classroom 
blocks at available schools and not maintaining 
health facilities in areas where there is timber and 
elephants harvesting.

Local wards where there is the harvesting of timber 
include Gwabazabuya, Sodaka, and Lukukwe while 
elephants are found in wards such as Sihazela.

“Each and every time a hunter guns down an 
elephant for example, for USD$10 000 or USD$20 
000, 60 percent of that money goes directly to 
communities while 36 percent goes to the council 
for administration expenses and 4 percent is given to 
CAMPFIRE associations,” explains Tsholotsho rural 
district council chair Esau Siwela.

He says: “Communities from each and every ward 
have even now opened NOSTRO accounts where the 
hunter directly deposits that money into. Tsholotsho 
Rural District Council acting chief executive is a 
signatory to these accounts so as to monitor any 



Siwela says they have managed to rehabilitate the 
roads under their jurisdiction using devolution 
funds from the government.

“It came as a directive that our roads have to be 
rehabilitated differently meaning, the council, DDF 
and ministry of transport now have to take care of 
their own roads. As the council, we received our 
own money and worked on our roads, the DDF and 
ministry of transport also got their share to work 
on roads under their jurisdiction,” says Siwela.

“I think these other two departments complained 
and asked that they receive their own devolutions 
funds however, it becomes a challenge to us when 
they don’t work because to people it may seem 
like we’re not doing anything whilst we’re busy 
working,” he says.





“
What worries us is that 
we had informed the 

congregants that there 
are goats brought for 
youth, but now there 
is no way forward. It’s 
not clear and it would 
appear as if this whole 
thing died in the hands 

of pastors.
Wonder Mushonga, a pastor 

   ”

Goats 
Project 
Shrouded In 
Controversy  
Goats that were reportedly meant for church 
youth from the Ministry of Youth, Sports, Arts 
and Recreation have not been delivered a 
year later. Now, it’s unclear who received the 
animals. 

by Vusindlu Maphosa | @The_CBNews

A goats’ project which was initiated by the 
Ministry of Youth, Sports Arts and Recreation 

targeting youth in churches under the Evangelical 
Fellowship of Zimbabwe in Insiza last year, has 
turned out to be a hoax for the community members 
after a year of waiting.

The hopes, the joy and the chances of success seemed 
so near yet so far for the youth, as the community 
members who belong to the churches under EFZ 
celebrated when the government hinted on the goats 
to be delivered to the community for disbursement 
to the targeted youth.

But a year after the announcement, the targeted 
youth have still not received anything. The Church 
members say the last time they heard of the goats was 
that they were to be kept at the Pangani Vocational 
Training Centre and they have no clue of where they 
are.

Christ Tabernacle Church Pastor Wonder Mushonga 
says they are worried that when the goats were talked 
about Pastors were made to inform the congregants 
that the goats had arrived for disbursement to the 
youth, but now it is not clear what is happening.



Some sections of the community claim that the goats 
which the ministry promised to deliver were 200.

However, Family of God Church Pastor Chris Ndlovu 
who is the district Chairman of EFZ says he is not 
aware if the goats had been brought targeting church 
youths.

“I do not know that those goats were targeted at 
church youth, but I saw the goats, they are good. I 
saw them when passing by at Pangani. I do not know 
that they were targeted to church youth, if so they are 
very good, please find out and if you get something 
just inform me please,” Ndlovu says.

Another congregant Sibonile Mdluli says the 
community is not benefiting from the goat rearing 
project.

“Last year there were goats which were sent to the 
Pangani Vocational centre from the Ministry of youth. 
We were advised that the youth from all churches 
were supposed to benefit from the project,” she says.

“A committee last year was chosen to take care of 
the projects, but until now their goats are still at the 
training centre, they have not been distributed and 
we wonder what is going on.” 

Pangani Vocational Training Centre also runs a goat-
keeping project with the youth being the most active 
beneficiaries. Indications are that the project now 
has a herd of more than 206 goats, but last year, they 
lost 100 goats due to drought.

It is noted that the student goats’ incubation hub 
project started in 2018 and now has a herd of 206 
goats. The project has also been crippled by financial 
constraints.     

Another congregant Sibongile Sibanda says many 
projects targeting Insiza were just disappearing in the 
hands of other people and need to be looked into.

“Pangani Training Centre had its animal husbandry 
department deserted because of lack of funding. Now 
that churches lost the goat project, it will benefit 
individuals instead of its initial purpose,” she says.

“Since it was launched officially, why is the agenda 
of these goats failing? The project was brought under 
the Evangelical Fellowship group of Churches.”

Pangani Training Centre Principal Hilton Moyo 
dismissed the claim that there were goats 
meant for the church youths at the institutions.

“It’s news to me, I have not been given such 
information,” he says.

Deputy Minister of Youth Tinomudaishe 
Machakaire was repeatedly not picking 
his mobile phone and did not respond to 
questions sent to his WhatsApp chat box. 

Insiza District Development Coordinator 
Zacharia Jusa could not comment on the 
matter saying he was attending meetings.



Plugging The 
Pandemic 
Protection Gap
Despite the immense negative effects of 
COVID-19, local insurers appear to have 
walked away safely from the worst of the 
pandemic except in cases where some 
corporate policyholders have sought legal 
recourse. Data on insurance claims in the 
local market highlights gaps in pandemic 
protection even with Zimbabwe declaring 
COVID-19 as a national disaster in March 2020.

Industrialisation 
Beckons 
On Rural 
Zimbabwe

Zim Marks 
Anti-Sanctions 
Day Through 
Music
Government organised music gala comprising 
several local musicians from different genres was 
held in Harare in line with COVID-19 protocols 
to mark the Southern African Development 
Community (SADC), Anti —Sanctions Day. The 
SADC Anti-Sanctions Day is meant to call for 
the removal of unilateral sanctions imposed on 
Zimbabwe by Western countries, which have 
stalled progress.

Performers at the musical gala included 
sungura music veteran Nicholas Zakaria, Amos 
Mahendere, Sandra Ndebele, Romeo Gasa, 
Roki and Chief Hwenje, just to name but a few.

The Africa Continental Free Trade Area 
Conference which will be held from the 27th 
to the 29th of October under the theme 
“Africa continental free trade area challenges 
and deepening sustainable integration and 
transformation of rural-urban and resettled 
communities in southern and sub Saharan 
Africa in a COVID-19 epidemic, agenda 2030: 
Africa agenda 2063 and fourth industrial 
revolution phase” is expected to provide 
platform for bringing local and international 
development partners to Zimbabwe and 
bridge the rural-urban divide through 
promoting industrialisation.

First Time Out 
Of Zimbabwe 
For Ntethe star
Skhosana is to perform at a musical show to be 
held in South Africa’s Underground Hillbrow 
Theatre on Saturday alongside Skhobokhobo 
Madlela, Martin Sibanda, Ndolwane super sounds 
and many more during Sibanda’s 50th birthday 
celebration.

Things are really looking up and a new dawn has 
arisen for the Ntethe star because while he will 
be entertaining his fans based in South Africa, 
his three roomed house that was constructed by 
fans will be in completion.





by Nokuthaba Dlamini | @The_CBNews

Mat North, No Escape For 
GBV Victims  

from it. 

Her uncle is the sole provider for the family. 

“When my mother died five years ago, my 
siblings and I were split among her brothers and 
sisters and that's how I ended up in Lubangwe. 
It was not out of choice,” Cebo who dropped 
out of school says. 

“I did not finish my form four, because I just felt 
tired of being beaten for crimes that I would not 
have committed. My uncle used to discipline 
me with open hands and kicks for losing a pen, 
a book or even coming back late from school 
despite giving him a valid excuse and even his 
wife, because of her fear of his temper, has 
decided to be silent about my abuse.”

Cebo has also experienced verbal abuse, being 
told she is “disgraceful, hopeless and poor”.

Her desire is to find domestic work that will 
take her out of her perpetrator, but due to her 
age, COVID-19 disruptions and the fear to ask 
for permission to leave her family, she is forced 
to stay. 

Cebo's situation is aggravated by the lack of 
safe houses for victims like her in most parts of 
Matabeleland North province. 

For instance, in the Hwange district, which 
covers Victoria Falls, Hwange urban and rural 
areas like Lubangwe, Matetsi, Chidobe and 
other communities, there is no infrastructure 
to cater for Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 
victims and survivors. 

This lack of safe houses has led to many 
victims failing to report GBV cases that are as 
extreme as sexual abuse, physical abuse and 

O rphaned at 16, *Cebo Dube* from Lubangwe 
village is struggling to live a normal life 

following years of physical and emotional abuse 
from her uncle. 

A lack of safety nets to protect people 
experiencing gender-based violence in 
Matabeleland North could mean a failure to 
eradicate the plague. 

A fear of neglect and more severe abuse has prompted 
her decision to not pursue legal action against her 
perpetrator, despite support from her friends 
encouraging her to report the abuse to community 
leaders.

“
Just last week, he punched 
me before threatening to 
set me ablaze in a kitchen 

hut where I was.
Cebo Dube, whose name has been changed to protect 
her identity

 ” 

She says he was angry over a plastic bucket that she 
forgot outside after laundry and goats drank water 



even emotional abuse, according to Lloyd Dumbure, 
senior programs officer from Southern Africa AIDS 
Information Dissemination Services (SAFAIDS) . 

“One of the challenges that we have faced as an 
organization in Hwange like in other provinces like 
Mashonaland is that there is the absence of safe 
shelters for GBV survivors and that's a big issue,” 
Dumbure noted. 

“We have established that as people report their cases, 
they go back to their perpetrators and that has some 
negative implications in terms of their safety and in 
the end, that's why most of the survivors withdraw 
their cases because they'll be under pressure and they 
have nowhere to seek refuge.”

“
One example of those 
cases was of a woman 
with a disability in the 
district who ended up 
withdrawing her case 

after she was forced to 
live under the same roof 

with her perpetrator.
Lloyd Dumbure, SAFAIDS senior programs officer 

 ”
Since the beginning of lockdowns, GBV service 
providers in Zimbabwe say they have seen an increase 
in reported GBV cases, including psychological, 
physical, sexual and economic forms of violence. 

During the first 11 days of the lockdown, the National 

GBV Hotline run by Musasa registered 764 
reported cases of GBV, compared to 500-600 
cases a month prior to COVID-19.  Beyond the 
spike in reporting, service providers say they 
have witnessed an increase in the severity of 
violence. 

They say in most cases GBV goes underreported 
due to harmful social norms and stigma. A 
survey by the international organisation, Social 
Development Direct (SDD) says the cases are 
going to be further exacerbated, especially on 
women and girls as they are confined in the 
homes.

“Their movement restricted, and support 
harder to access, these figures are likely to be 
an under-estimate of the actual levels of GBV 
during the pandemic,” SDD noted. 

Despite the increase of GBV cases, Finance 
minister Mthuli Ncube at his 2022 pre-budget 
seminar in Victoria Falls on Saturday did not 
touch on the treasury setting aside some funds 
towards building homes for the GBV victims 
and survivors. 

In the meantime, without adequate safety nets, 
many will continue to be abused. 

“He tells me that he will be disciplining me and 
that it's according to the bible,” Cebo says as 
she holds back her tears.  






